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Program gives teens 
voice to help them 
overcome adversity 


By Tony BRISCOE 
Chicago Tribune 


At first, the words didn’t come 


to Alisha Jones. 


Assigned to tell a story about 
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ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS 
Alisha Jones, 13, takes questions from the audience after performing her story last week in a three-minute track titled “My Real Feelings” 


‘If we don't tell our truth, 
who’s going to tell it for us? 


the adversity she has faced in her 
young life, the 13-year-old had 
much to draw from: the pain of 
seeing her older brother jailed 
and the division it caused in her 
family. As she struggled to find 
the words to describe her pent- 
up anger and anxiety, she real- 
ized she had never talked about 
it before. 

Little by little, Alisha, an 
aspiring performer, began pen- 
ning lyrics to a rap as part of a 
program by the YMCA of Met- 
ropolitan Chicago called Story 
Squad. The program aims to 
help teens overcome their prob- 
lems by encouraging them to 
recount heartbreaks and hard- 
ships through multimedia story- 
telling. Alisha found her voice in 
a three-minute track titled “My 
Real Feelings.” 

“With this piece I felt like I 
was venting stuff I actually went 
through, and I got to tell my story 
to people who probably 
wouldn’t have listened,” she said. 


i 
Davosier Rutledge, 18, from left, and Shamari Crenshaw and Caylah Mitchell, both 15, join a YMCA Story 
Squad session this week. Neighborhood violence is a recurring theme, the program coordinator says. 


Some of the participants, who 
are from South Chicago, Pilsen 
and Humboldt Park, face diffi- 
culties in school or at home, but 
the violence in their neighbor- 
hoods is a recurring theme in 
weekly talks, said program coor- 
dinator Eddie Ulin. 

As of Wednesday, there had 
been 236 shooting victims ages 


16 and younger in Chicago this 
year, 37 of them killed. 

News outlets often deliver 
stories from grieving parents or 
other adults who talk about how 
their daily lives are under siege. 
But Ulin said the 14-week pro- 
gram empowers teens to tell 
about their often overlooked 
experiences, such as gang re- 


cruitment, that may be driving 
factors behind crime. 

“People think we wake up and 
think, ‘I want to become a gang 
member?” Ulin recalled one 
participant saying at a recent 
meeting. “He was saying: ‘My 
mom and dad were ina gang, and 
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Trump 
signs tax 
measure 
into law 


$1.5 trillion bill’s 
numbers ‘speak for 
themselves; he says 


By LAURIE KELLMAN 
AND JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump signed 
the $1.5 trillion tax overhaul 
into law Friday, using his 
last moments in the White 
House before flying to Flor- 
ida for the holidays to cele- 
brate a much-needed politi- 
cal win. 

He also signed a tempo- 
rary spending bill to keep 
the government running 
and provide money to up- 
grade the nation’s missile 
defenses. The tax cut, 
which fulfilled a long-held 
Republican goal, was at the 
forefront of Trump’s mind. 

Starting next year, the 
new law will give big cuts to 
corporations and wealthy 
Americans and more mod- 
est reductions to other fam- 
ilies. Trump continued to 
pitch it as a win for the 
middle class, insisting that 
even though polling indi- 
cates the tax cut is unpopu- 
lar, “the numbers will 
speak” for themselves. 

“I don’t think we are 
going to have to do much 
selling” Trump told report- 
ers in the Oval Office. 

The tax law is the largest 
since 1986, but far from the 
biggest in American history, 
as the president repeatedly 
claims. It also is projected to 
add to the nation’s debt, 
something that was anath- 
ema to Republicans for 
years. 

Passage of the tax bill 
marked a significant victory 
for a president hungry for 
one after chaos and legisla- 
tive failures during his first 
year in office — including an 
effort to repeal former Pres- 
ident Barack Obama’s 
health care law — despite 
Republican control of Con- 
gress. Trump also ended the 
year with his sights still 
trained on the way the 
media treat him, tweeting 
that the mainstream media 
“NEVER talk about our 
accomplishments in the 
end of year reviews.” 

“We are compiling a long 
& beautiful list,” he tweeted. 

Trump said that he origi- 
nally planned to sign the tax 
bill early next year but 
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Cops ‘regret’ raid on wrong home 


Repairs promised, 
but residents still 
shaken and angry 


By GREGORY PRATT 
Chicago Tribune 


Jennell Cross had just 
settled into a leather couch 
to watch a movie in her 
daughter’s South Chicago 
home when she heard one 
bang, then another against 
the front door. 

Frightened — it was 
about midnight Thursday 
— Cross said she ran to the 
back of the home to warn 
her daughter. “Somebody’s 
trying to break in the 
house, she yelled. 

Shanae Cross said she 
was trying to pull her 
mother into a bathroom for 
safety when a swarm of 
cops barged into the house, 
guns drawn and shouting 
questions. 

The officers moved 
through the bungalow and 
tried to handcuff Cross’ 
17-year-old brother. The 
family demanded to see a 
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South Chicago resident Shanae Cross, 34, surveys damage to her home Friday, the 
result of Chicago police kicking down her front door during a raid of the wrong house. 


warrant. 

Finally, an officer called 
out the address on the 
no-knock search warrant. 

It was for a different 
home on the block. 

“Get y’all (expletive) and 


get out my house,” Cross 
said she told the cops. 

An officer yelled, “Ev- 
eryone out! Wrong house! 
Let’s go!” and the officers 
left, she said. 


On Friday, police 


spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi acknowledged 
that officers “inadvertently 
breached the door of the 
incorrect residence.” 
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Revisiting 1992's 
‘Home Alone’ case 


State law changed 
after parents left 
kids for vacation 


By HANNAH LEONE 
The Beacon-News 


While a comedic 
“Home Alone” sequel 
played in movie theaters 
across America, David and 
Sharon Schoo took a nine- 
day vacation in Mexico, 
leaving their 9- and 4- 
year-old daughters alone 
for Christmas in their St. 
Charles-area home. 

In 1992, the situation 
drew international atten- 
tion. Twenty-five years lat- 
er, it continues to resonate 
in legal and child welfare 
circles, where experts dis- 
agree on the effectiveness 
of a state law, inspired by 
the case, that attempts to 
define when children are 
old enough to be left alone 
without adult supervision. 

“Tt was a made-for-me- 
dia story because of the 


movie,” Chicago-based 
lawyer Diane Redleaf re- 
called, referring to “Home 
Alone 2.” 

However, the Schoos’ 
crime was not clear. Illi- 
nois law at the time de- 
fined criminal child aban- 
donment loosely, and Illi- 
nois’ Department of Chil- 
dren and Family Services 
only called it abandon- 
ment if the parents didn’t 
plan to come back. 

Seeing a void in crimi- 
nal statutes, lawmakers 
responded by making Illi- 
nois one of the first states 
with specific rules for 
when a child can be left 
alone. 

Critics of the law see it 
as an overreaction guided 
more by fear than by 
reality, while its advocates 
maintain it guides parents 
and protects children 
from poor parental judg- 
ment. 

“The facts were just so 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast High33 Low20 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back of Chicago Sports 
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